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A City's Heart 


The thing that the traveler in the United States misses most in 
cities outside New England is a heart, a focal point. It can be a 
green, or a fountain, or a monument as in Indianapolis. Most 
European cities have their lovely Arc de Triomphe or Piazza 
San Marco, which give a sense of delight and majesty to their 
entire city. In most American cities the heart of the city is 
simply the street intersection where the biggest department 
store and bank face each other. And walk five blocks in any 
direction, and you are deep in slums, warehouses, or used-car 
lots. § The challenge of tackling urban blight in the United 
States does not necessarily mean tearing down miles of buildings 
and replacing them with thirty-story concrete slabs jutting up 
from fenced-off grassland. Inhabitants would be happier if they 
could simply have their old neighborhood homes and streets 
spruced up, with some pleasant open spaces added. . . . § Most 
urban areas are desperately short of the kinds of places where 
people can relax comfortably without spending much money: 
picnic groves, museums, libraries, public beaches, parks, ball 
parks for amateurs, golf courses, tennis courts, and gardens. 
Nothing seems to bring warmth and graciousness to brick and 
concrete surroundings more than splashes of flowers and rows 
of trees, as the managers of New York's Radio City have learned. 
A number of cities such as New Orleans, Seattle, Cincinnati, and 
Norfolk are seeking to add new vitality and beauty to their cities, 
and one way they are doing it is by large-scale planting of trees 
and flowers. 


—VANCE PACKARD in The Waste Makers, just published by David McKay Co., New York. 











Letters to the Editors 


Position Challenged 








Anti-Catholic Issue 


The election of a Catholic to the 
presidency would open a new door to Ca- 
tholicism in this country, and don’t you 
suppose they would not use it to the ut- 
most. It is the purpose of the Catholic 
Church to add the United States to the 
domain of the Vatican, ... 

A Catholic President of a Protestant 
nation! Suppose a Protestant should offer 
for the presidency of a Catholic nation. 
What chance would he have of winning? 
I am profoundly concerned for the faith 
and freedom of our nation. May the God 
of the Reformers defend their descendants 
against their enemies 

J. B. GREEN 
Avondale Estates, Ga. 


I believe the otherwise mature OUTLOOK 
will look back upon the editorial (Sept 
19), “It’s All Right to Be Anti-Catholic 
or Is It?” as a blunder... . 

If the Roman church ever gains a ma- 
jority in America it will be a sad day for 
the history of civilization. ... 

If Protestants cannot condemn error, 
contend for the faith and protect Ameri- 
can principles against Romanist political 
encroachment, then Protestantism de- 
serves to lose the day... . 

RoBerT JAMES St. CLAIR. 
Akron, Ohio. 


... If we are to have a Roman Catholic 
President, who is to tell him what is good 
or bad for the people of the United States? 
No one except the Pope of Rome. Diso- 
bedience of the Pope’s wishes will result 
in excommunication and the loss of one’s 
ae 

I am a man of seventy years and have 
lived with Roman Catholic people all my 
life and their religion has not changed a 
particle. ... 

SAMUEL C, LEMAN. 
Portage, Pa 


Gratitude 


I am glad to write these few words, not 
in the way of new suggestions, but that I 
appreciate and enjoy Tur OUTLOOK very 
much. I could wish that in all church lit- 
erature and even in words from the pul- 
pits, the evils of our day and our society 
might be brought into focus before our 
people more plainly, even as the prophets 
of old did. 

I prize Dr. Thompson’s Sunday school 
lessons more than I can say and hope you 
will never discontinue them.... 

Mrs. C. M. KIRKBRIDE. 
Youngstown. Ohio. 





For study and distribution 
in church groups 
RACIAL SEGREGATION 
IN THE CHURCH 
By Ben Lacy Rose 
Single copy, 25¢; five for $1; 
$15 per 100. 
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Presbyterian 
Political Fonum 


FOR NIXON 


JESSE H. BAIRD 


I will vote for Richard Nixon for Pres- 
ident, as I see things now. My decision 
is based upon the proof which Mr. Nixon 
has given that he is more capable of 
assuming that super-human responsibility 
than any of the men who are being pro- 
posed. His experiences as vice-president 
have geared him in on the tasks a Presi- 
dent must assume. And, how he did 
stand up in_ super-stature 











when he 
matched wits with our number one ad- 
versary, Mr. Khrushchev! We need Mr. 
Nixon as our leader, I think. 


The religious issue concerns me. I 
wish the Pope did not wear a triple 
crown, one crown claiming temporal pow- 
er, the right to dictate policies of state 
to the temporal rulers of earth. I wish the 
late Pope had not set himself up as pri- 
marily a super-politician. I wish the 
ambitions of the Roman Catholic Hier- 
archy were not what they frankly state 
them to be. But it is certainly anti-Amer- 
ican to say that a Roman Catholic cannot 
become President of the United States. 
And having known many fine Catholic 
laymen and watched their procedures in 
public office, I believe a truly American 
Roman Catholic layman could be trusted 
to be President. I believe, furthermore, 
that Mr. Kennedy has proved himself to 
be that kind of a man. I would vote for 
him if I were convinced that he is the 
better of the candidates. 
vinced. 


I am not so con- 


DR. BAIRD, now retired and living in Bel- 
lingham, Wash., was long president of San 
Francisco Theological Seminary. He was mod- 
erator of the Presbyterian, USA, General As- 
sembly of 1948. He is ordinarily a supporter 
of the Republican nominee. 





FOR KENNEDY 
JAMES McBRIDE DABBS 


I will vote for Kennedy and Johnson 
because: 

1. I believe the Democratic Party js 
still the party of the people, not the party 
of property; the liberal party, and I am 
a liberal, and have always voted Dem- 
ocratic. 

2. I’m afraid Nixon is both too suave 
and too much influenced by the present 
administration’s attachment to big busi- 
ness. He also lacks imaginative daring, 
as in indicated by his plea for a unified 
America while Khrushchev was at the 
U. N. Kennedy believes that America 
can stand self-criticism even with Khru- 
shchev here. This seems to be honest real- 
ism. 

3. I will vote for Kennedy partly be- 
cause of his youth and of his daring, 
Wisdom may come with age, but so may 
timidity. For lack of imaginative bold- 
ness, the Republican Administration has 
thrown away the supreme prestige we 
held at the end of World War II. Ken- 
nedy may be brash; he may think he 
knows more than he does; but in my 
opinion he is daring, and I’m tired of 
seeing us let the world dribble through 
our frightened fingers. It isn’t a question 
of getting rough with Khrushchev; it’s 
a question of being imaginative in a 
world crying for leadership. 

4. I would prefer that Kennedy were 
not so wealthy; but the question isn’t the 
amount of his wealth, but whether he has 
the common touch. I’m inclined to think 
he has. FDR’s wealth never hurt him. 

5. As for his Catholicism, I believe 
with Will Herberg, who has made a study 
of the matter in Catholic, Protestant and 
Jew, that, regardless of the history of the 
Catholic Church, the members of the 
three faiths mentioned are today equally 
good Americans. If this country ever 
wants to become Catholic, it will do so, 
but it won’t do so because of a President 
who happens to be a Catholic. 





MR. DABBSg a former professor of English, 
now a farmer of Mayesville, S. C., is presi- 
dent of the Southern Regional Council. A 
Presbyterian elder, he is the author of a num- 
ber of books including The Southern Heritage 
(Knopf) and recently, The Road Home (Chris- 
tian Education Press). 





DECATUR CORRECTION 


Our September 26 (page 3) news accounts reported a reversal of policy in seating 
possible Negro visitors to the Decatur, Ga., church which is now declared to be an 
error. Our story was based on an Atlanta Journal account reported to us through 
Religious News Service and we deeply regret that our treatment of the story con- 
tributed to the further dissemination of this error. 

We are now informed that the Decatur church has not “retreated from a policy 
of welcoming all men to worship without regard to race’”—a step erroneously de- 
clared to have been caused by the “kneel-in” approaches. 

The session of the Decatur church, seeking to make sure that the only remaining 
available space for Negro visitors would not be in the balcony or chapel, has given 
instructions to ushers to reserve space in pews in the sanctuary where some of the 


elders and their families sit. 


We are glad to be able to make this important correction.—EDIToRs. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class postage paid at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook Publishers 
Inc., 512 East Main Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Telephone 


MIliton 9-1371; night, ELgin 8-6987. 


15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


e A MORE ACTIVE ROLE for women in 
the Greek Orthodox Diocese of North 
and South America has been authorized 
by Archbishop Iakovos of New York, the 
church’s spiritual leader. With headquar- 
ters in New York, women’s federations 
will be set up in each of ten dioceses with 
hapters in various cities and towns. 
Charitable activities will include Com- 
munity Chest drives and similar projects 
of benefit to entire communities. ... e 
AccORDING TO A West African Anglican 
minister (J. B. Arthur), two out of every 
three African Christian students who go 
to England to study return home agnos- 
tics. Because of their experiences with 
racial discrimination, young people be- 
ome embittered and turn away from re- 
ligion, he said... . e FoRMAL PLANS for 
a proposed multi-million dollar Method- 
ist center to be erected on an 18-acre tract 
near the American University campus in 
Washington, D. C., have been initiated 
with the formation of a non-profit cor- 
poration to head the development pro- 
gram... . @ THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHurcH in the USA has been selected 
by the Philadelphia chapter of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Committee as the recipient 
of its 1960 Human Relations Award, 
based on the pioneering work of the 
church in developing church school ma- 
terials that promote respect and consid- 
eration for other racial, religious and 
ethnic groups. e FoR THE FIRST 
TIME in its history, Seabury-Western 
(Episcopal) Seminary in Evanston, I11., 
is offering short, intensive courses in 
basic theology, open to the public, for 
parish leaders and teachers and other 
laymen and women... . e THE UNIVER- 
sITy OF GEORGIA center for continuing 
education will hold its second conference 
on spiritual values in business Nov. 11- 
13 when participants will discuss how 
such values should be used in the world 
struggle for the minds of men. ... e 
DrIvEN FROM Union, Miss., by mob vio- 
lence, J. Horace Germany, president of 
Bay Ridge Christian College, said that 
the Church of God (Anderson, Ind.) 
school for Negroes will re-open in an- 
other state in the fall of 1961. ... 
MANY WHITE PERSONS are buying houses 
in mixed neighborhoods whether or not 
they object to Negro neighbors, accord- 
ing to the results of a study by the Fund 
for the Republic’s Commission on Race 
and Housing called, The Demand for 
Housing in Racially Mixed Areas. 





American Consul General 
Praises Missionaries 

NASHVILLE, TENN. (RNS) — The 
American Consul General in Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia, has commended the 
work of missionaries of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., who cooperated with the 
U.S. government in evacuating American 
citizens from the Congo last July. 

In a letter to C. Darby Fulton, execu- 
tive secretary of the church’s Board of 
World Missions, Consul Joseph Palmer, 
2d, also expressed pride “as an Ameri- 
can and as a Christian” in the way the 
missionaries conducted themselves “under 
very trying circumstances.” 

“In many years of association with 
Africa,” wrote Mr. Palmer, “I have had 
many memorable and heartwarming as- 
sociations with American mission groups 
for which I have the greatest respect and 
admiration. I therefore feel qualified to 
say that you may feel justly proud of 
the Congo Presbyterian Mission, the very 
high quality of its personnel, its devotion 
to its mission and the religious and social 
concepts that govern and guide it.” 

Noting that the evacuation task was 
a “cooperative” one, performed also with 
the help of local governments and com- 
munities as well as the U.S. Air Force, 
the consul declared: “I know of no body 
to which we owe more gratitude for 
courageous, imaginative and willing co- 
operation than your group.” 





LATER—Women missionaries in Salis- 
bury were on the point of returning to 
their posts, with the American Ambas- 
sador in Leopoldville saying he could 
neither give nor withhold consent, when 
the Nashville Board held up the step, 
polling Board members as to whether the 
Mission should take the responsibility or 
insist on consular permission. With bad 
conditions reported in some areas there 
were indications the Board might insist 
on the latter. 


MISSISSIPPI DECISION 

A called meeting of the Synod of Mis- 
sissippi has sustained (138-126) last 
summer’s vote to realign the presbytery 
boundaries. (Story next week.) 


N. C. COLLEGE: St. Andrews 


St. Andrews Presbyterian College has 
been chosen as the name of the new insti- 
tution in Laurinburg, N. C., formed by 
a merger of Flora Macdonald, Peace and 
Presbyterian Junior, called up to now, 
Consolidated. (Full story next week.) 


Ga. Suit Charges 
Discrimination 


Americus, GA. (RNS)—Legal pro- 
ceedings have been started in Federal 
District Court in Macon charging the 
Americus School Board with refusal to 
admit three white students to the local 
high school because their families are 
members of the Koinonia Farm, an inter- 
racial Christian community near here. 

The suit was filed by the American 
Civil Liberties Union in behalf of the 
youngsters. They are Jan Jordan, 13, 
daughter of Clarence Jordan, a Southern 
Baptist minister and director of the com- 
munity; Lora Ruth Browne, 13; and 
William Wittkamper, 15. 

Koinonia, founded in 1942, in an ef- 
fort to apply Christian principles to 
everyday living, has been under pressure 
in recent years, including shootings and 
economic reprisals, because of its inte- 
gration stand. 

The suit alleges that the three children 
were excluded from Americus High 
School while 27 other white boys and 
girls were admitted. According to Mr. 
Jordan the rejected students were told 
that the action was taken “because of 
where they were from.” 

In their suit the plaintiffs ask the 
court for a mandatory injunction ordering 
the school to admit the children. The 
complaint alleges that the Koinonia chil- 
dren have been denied their educational 
rights arbitrarily because they belong to 
a religious fellowship whose views are 
unacceptable to the local community. 

The suit also charges that the exclu- 
sion discriminates against the youngsters 


OHIO PRESBYTERIANS 
PLAN HOME FOR AGED 

AKRON, O. (RNS)—Ohio Presbyterian 
Homes, an agency of the Ohio Synod, 
was authorized by Cleveland Presbytery 
to purchase property here for the estab- 
lishment of a three-unit home for the 
aged, to house a total of 300 persons. 

The first unit, a nursing center for 
50 bed patients, should be open by 1962, 
according to G. Kenneth Shafer, asso- 
ciate pastor of the Church of the Cove- 
nant in Cleveland and head of the com- 
mittee for the purchase of land. 

An efficiency suite type building for 
100 persons will be the second unit built 
and the last will be one for 150 persons. 

The property is the Robinson-Carter 
Estate, considered one of the finest in 
Akron. No price was given. 











as a class because of their creed, in vio- 
lation of the equal protection of the laws 
clause of the 14th Amendment. 


Attack on Religion 

Patrick M. Malin, ACLU executive 
director, in commenting on the union’s 
full support of the legal action, said that 
the school officials’ discriminatory posi- 
tion was also an attack on freedom of 
speech and religion. 

“The members’ belief in racial deseg- 
regation is part of their religious convic- 
tion for which they have already suffered 


greatly, in physical attack on their lives 
and economic boycotts of their agricul- 
tural products,” he stated. “This effort, 
to block the educational opportunity of 
three young people, is a direct reprisal 
on the Koinonia community for its free 
exercise of religion and expression of 
opinion. 

“Such vindictiveness is an assault on 
vital civil liberties principles. The ACLU 
stands ready to establish in the federal 
courts that such reprisal is wholly un- 
constitutional and must fail.” 





ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel: Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Rachel 
Henderlite of the faculty of the Presbyterian 
School of Christian Education and the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Board of Christian Educa- 
tion; Richard L. Morgan of the faculty of 
Peace College (N.C.); William B. Gaston, 
Board of Christian Education staff; Mr. X, a 
layman, speaks for laymen. 


“GOOD” and “BAD” 

In searching for a Christian stand- 
ard of life we seek to draw a line be- 
tween “good” and “bad.” How can we 
be sure of this division? 

Morcan: The only real way that we 
can know the difference between good 
and bad is to define what we mean by 
good and bad. Jesus said, “No one is 
good but God alone.” The real criterion 
of the difference between good and bad 
is the revelation of God in Christ. What 
did he think was good? What did he 
consider bad? For instance, consider the 
cross. We would look upon that as the 
most tragic hour in human history, some- 
thing tragically bad, the end of a perfect 
life. Yet, by his spirit Jesus transformed 
it into that which blessed the world. To 
seek this division between good and bad 
would be to go to the mind of Christ and 
to look at a specific act or attitude in 
light of him. 


BELIEVING “IN VAIN” 

First Corinthians 15:2 refers to be- 
lieving in vain. How can anyone be- 
lieve in vain? It seems to me that any- 
one who believes the best he knows 
couldn’t possibly be believing in vain. 

Gaston: This verse is taken from the 
chapter where Paul deals with the resur- 
rection. As for the last part of the ques- 
tion, it seems that if anyone believes the 
best he could, you might say that if I 
believed firmly that I was boarding a 
bus for Washington and the bus was, in 
fact, headed for New Orleans, I would 
still end up in New Orleans, regardless 
of my faith. As to belief in vain, what 
Paul is saying is that if Jesus Christ did 
not rise from the dead, then we have no 
content in our faith. If Christ has not 


4 


been raised, then our faith is in vain be- 
cause the center and the content of our 
faith is that Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead, and if this be not true then our 
faith is in something that is not true. This 
is what he is saying. 

Mr. X: This points up again the 
danger of picking a few words out of 
context and trying to make them stand 
by themselves. I think a lot of us get 
in trouble understanding Scripture be- 
cause we take one sentence, or even a 
phrase within a sentence, and try to 
separate it from the words that go before 
and after, or taken out of context, and it 
changes the meaning completely. 

MoperaAtor: Mr. X, you are talking 
like a preacher. I am sure that word of 
counsel will be appreciated by these men 
who are and have been pastors. 


WHAT IS MAN? 
What is distinctive in the Christian 
view of man? 


HENDERLITE: There are two things 
that are characteristic of the Christian 
doctrine or the Biblical doctrine of man. 
One of them is that he is a created being 
with a two-fold nature; that is, he is 
made of the same stuff that the created 
world is made of; the laws of physics 
and chemistry apply to him. But he is 
made in the image of God. There is a 
dimension of life characteristic of man 
that is not characteristic of the rest of 
creation. Man’s life is not limited to 
time and space, but the dimensions of 
his life are such that you may think of 
a life after this one or a life beyond this 
one with God. This is one of the charac- 
teristics of the Christian view of man, 
that man is made in the image of God 
and is made for fellowship with God. 

The other distinctive characteristic of 
the Christian view of man is that al- 
though man was made for fellowship with 
God he has not been willing to enter into 
that fellowship—in other words, man is 
a sinner. Made for fellowship with God, 
he refuses that fellowship and has to 
have something done for him so that he 
may be able to love God as God loves 
him. Man is made in the image of God, 
but he is a sinner. 





GHANAIAN TAKES WORK 
IN DETROIT CHURCH 

Ebenezer Abboa-Offei, a fraterna] 
worker to the United States from the Pres. 
byterian Church of Ghana, has been in- 
stalled as associate pastor of Calvary 
Presbyterian Church, Detroit. Mr. Ab- 
boa-Offei, will minister to a congregation 
of 525 members, half white, half Negro, 
with the church’s pastor, Raymond H. 
Schwartzback. 

The installation program was attended 
by 15 ministers of Detroit Presbytery, one 
of whom said that during the service he 
had come to feel as never before the one- 
ness of the Body of Christ. 

In Ghana Mr. Abboa-Offei was a 
teacher, headmaster, chaplain, pastor, 
editor and interpreter. He has served on 
several ecclesiastical and educational 
committees of the Presbyterian Church of 
Ghana, was a member of the Christian 
Council of Ghana, and was secretary of 
its Committee for the Revision of the 
Twi Bible. 

Before Mr. Abboa-Offei’s appointment 
as fraternal worker by his Church in 
Ghana, he did graduate work in Lincoln 
University in Pennsylvania (1958-59), 
Last year he was assistant in the Depart- 
ment of Ecumenical Personnel, Commis- 
sion on Ecumenical Mission and Rela- 
tions of the United Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Abboa-Offei, his wife, a former 
teacher, and their four youngest children 
live in a frame house in an integrated 
community some distance from _ the 
church. 

Calvary church is the outgrowth of a 
mission Sunday school started in 1868. 
In the late twenties the church had a 
membership of 1,800. 


TELEPHONE COUNSELING 
BOOSTED IN EUROPE 


GENEVA (RNS)—Formation of an in- 
ternational information center in Geneva 
for “The Outstretched Hand,” a tele- 
phone pastoral care service originated by 
Swiss Protestant church groups, was ap- 
proved at a meeting here of 80 specialists 
from ten European countries. 

Already widespread in Britain, Ger- 
many and Switzerland, the “Outstretched 
Hand” services are designed to give 
anonymous spiritual aid and comfort to 
callers in distress, particularly those 
tempted to commit suicide. They are re- 
ported to have proved remarkably suc- 
cessful. 

Attending the meeting here were Prot- 
estant pastors, Roman Catholic priests 
and rabbis, as well as a number of jurists, 
doctors, psychiatrists and social workers. 
The meeting was organized by Pastor 
Raynald Martin, director of the Protes- 
tant Social Center in Geneva. 

The participants in the meeting agreed 
to exclude any theological discussion and 
to concentrate instead on how best to aid 
“suffering fellowmen” seeking spiritual 
guidance and help. 
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A Declaration of Christian Intention 


URING THE past several months 

college and university students in the 
United States, both Negro and white, 
have been conducting a large number of 
non-violent demonstrations. “Sit-ins” 
have been directed toward achieving the 
desegregatioin of lunch counters in large 
department, variety, and drug stores. The 
same method of peaceful, non-violent 
demonstrations have also been used in 
connection with public libraries, art mu- 
seums and galleries, public parks, and 
certain other types of facilities in which 
discriminatory practices continue to be 
used. 

While the “sit-in” technique has be- 
come the most dramatized it is in fact 
only one of several techniques that have 
been used to focus attention upon the con- 
tinued practice of racial discrimination. 
Some of these other techniques include 
the long march, poster-walking, picket- 
ing, selective buying campaigns, the file 
through, the prayer vigil, negotiations 
and the mass demonstration rally. 


As a consequence of these demon- 
strations over 2,000 students, mostly 
Negro but including some white stu- 
dents, were subjected to arrest between 
February 1 and June 1 of this vear. 


Our nation has been sharply stirred 
by the student non-violent movement. Its 
conscience has received a deep challenge. 
Persons in almost every area of the na- 
tion have been stirred to do something 
about the discrimination that is practiced 
almost everywhere. Though the demon- 
strations have been concentrated in the 
southern states, many persons have had 
their eyes opened to the equally vicious 
though possibly more subtle, discrimina- 
tory practices employed in northern and 
western states. 


A Peculiar People 


We, members of the church, and now 
gathered as members of the General As- 
sembly of the National Student Christian 
Federation, believe that God has called 
his church to be a “peculiar people” in the 
midst of his creation. The church teaches, 
and we believe, that God’s people in 
God’s world have a fellowship which is 
based neither upon similarity of econom- 
ic, racial, and political experience and 
beliefs nor upon skin pigmentation. 
Christian fellowship is a bond established 
between all men by God, acting in his 
son Jesus Christ, who is present to us in 
the Holy Spirit, and who has forgiven 
all men and reconciled them to himself. 
We believe that Christian fellowship is 
the expression of that presence, forgive- 
ness, and reconciliation in daily life. 


Since Christ, I am no longer my 
brother's keeper, but my brother and I 
are one. 
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This statement was adopted at the 
recent General Assembly of the 
National Student Christian Feder- 
ation which consists of student 
movements of Baptist, Disciples 
of Christ, Evangelical United 
Brethren, Lutheran, Methodist, 
United Presbyterian, Episcopal 
and United Church of Christ de- 


nominations. 


We affirm that when God speaks he 
also acts. We, furthermore, believe that 
today he is speaking, and therefore act- 
ing, powerfully in the events of our times. 
Such action comes to us in love even 
when it takes the form of a rebuke to our 
former faithlessness and disobedience. As 
we face the specific issue dealt with in 
this declaration, we identify God’s sum- 
mons to us: first, to repentance, for we 
have grievously sinned; and second, to a 
renewed response of love to specific vio- 
lations of justice in our midst. 

Among the events of our times in which 
we believe we hear his voice, detect his 
action on the world scene are the strug- 
gles between powerful socio-economic and 
military blocs, and the far-reaching 
movements of liberation of Asian and 
African peoples from colonial status to 
independence with dignity. We also see 
his hand at work in the United States 
in the student non-violent movement 
which is working for economic opportu- 
nity, racial freedom and dignity, and 
democratic equality and justice for all 
men. 

At the point where Christians must 
resort to civil disobedience, the time-hon- 
ored method of non-violent protest can 
be used as a Christianly justifiable means, 
not against the rule of law but against 
the wrongness of particular laws or cus- 
toms. As a method it can be used respon- 
sibly and with restraint, as a means of 
seeking a less discriminatory civil order. 
It should not be used, and we do not 
believe it is anywhere being so used, for 
the destruction of the civil order itself. 


Disciplined Movement 

During these past months we have been 
impressed with the self-restraint, the in- 
tegrity and dignity, and the passionate 
refusal to engage in violence, or to re- 
ciprocate violence when it has been per- 
petrated upon them, of very nearly all 
those students, both Negro and white, 
who have been involved in the demon- 
strations. Violence has on occasion come, 
but, with rare exception, it has not been 
committed by those who were involved 
in the demonstrations. And who can now 
say of this student generation that it is 
silent, beat, apathetic, or morally weak ? 


We believe that all Christians can 
approve the objectives of the demon- 


strations and their attainments thus 
far, even if some may not be able to 
approve the methods of their attain- 
ment. 


If there are Christians who do not 
approve the methods which the student 
non-violent movement has used, while 
yet approving the objectives, we believe 
that they must try to formulate and put 
into action other methods. We believe that 
the value of such alternate methods, also, 
must be judged according to the love 
which they manifest, the justice towards 
which they aim, and the concern which 
they evidence for accomplishing the ob- 
jectives within the shortest possible time. 

In our minds we cannot disassociate 
this movement, with its non-violent tech- 
niques and its “passive insistence” on 
recognition of basic respect for human 
right and dignity, from the earth-shaking 
events of our times whether they take 
place in Hungary, Algeria, or in South 
Africa. Neither can we disassociate this 
movement from that other “great new 
fact” in the life of the church—the ecu- 
menical movement which seeks after the 
recovery of the basic and essential unity 
of the church in a renewal of its mission 
to the whole world. Our Lord prayed, 
“That they may all be one, that the world 
may believe.” The church must demon- 
strate that it is one body which knows 
no racial distinctions. 

We also believe that there has seldom 
been given to the Christian churches in 
our country so obvious an obligation for 
the gospel of reconciliation. The eleven 
o’clock hour of Sunday morning has been 
described as the most segregated moment 
in the life of the American people. The 
church has also too frequently been de- 
scribed as an institution, which among 
the institutions in the United States, will 
be the last to desegregate. 


Churches Have Spoken 


We note that the supreme judicatories 
of virtually every national church body 
has affirmed its belief that the churches 
should be integrated; we note fhat sim- 
ilar actions have been taken by regional 
judicatories of the same churches; we note 
that in city after city ministerial al- 
liances, councils of churches, United 
Church Women, and other Christian or- 
ganizations, have declared their support 
of the 1954 Supreme Court decision; we 
note that many of these same bodies have 
indicated support for the Christian, eth- 
ical, and democratic objectives of the 
student non-violent movement; we know 
of many congregations throughout the 
country which have either quietly gone 
ahead to integrate or, also quietly, de- 
cided that they would respond positively 
to the request for permission to worship 








with them when such request was made 
by sincere devout men. However, we 
have not seen a concerted effort by our 
denominations to achieve the desegrega- 
tion of the churches. 


This condition of segregate d church- 
es does not need, and ought not, to be 
tolerated. 


Quite to the contrary, NOW we be- 
lieve is the moment when the Christian 
churches everywhere should take a giant 
stride toward manifesting that in Christ 
there is neither East nor West, nor North 
nor South, nor black, nor yellow, nor 
red, nor pink, nor white, but as there is 
only “fone Body, and one Spirit, one hope 
of our calling, one Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptism, one God and Father of us all,” 
so there is only the church which is one 
in him. 

Among these students who have been 
involved in the demonstrations are many 
who are acting from deep and sincerely- 
held Christian conviction. But we also 
note through statements that have been 
made, and through personal contact, that 
many of these students have come to be- 
lieve that the churches do not really care, 
or are not willing to take the consequences 
of expressing their belief. We are con- 
cerned for all of these students because, 
believing as they do, they have begun in 
some cases out of disappointment and 
bitterness to sever their vital involvement 
in the life of the churches, which might 
otherwise sustain and nourish them in 
the faith. 

There is also growing evidence that 
these demonstrations may increasingly be 
directed throughout the country toward 
those congregations which by decision or 
default continue to be segregated. In- 
deed, students are being encouraged by 
individual Christians, and some Chris- 
tian organizations, to direct some of their 
efforts toward desegregating the churches. 
As members of the body of Christ, we 
share in the pain and humiliation which 
may result from such action. Realizing 
that segregation is a sign of our inade- 
quate perception of God’s will and of our 
disobedience to his will, we would see this 
suffering of the church as an expression 
of his loving judgment upon us. 


We proclaim our fundamental faith 
in the Biblical understanding of the 
unity and peace of the People of God. 


Out of love for those Christian students 
who have heard the gospel and are acting 
in their judgment according to it, but 
who would be strengthened by knowing 
that our churches are with them and share 
their desire for equality and respect; and 
out of love for the whole church; we 
appeal to the Christian community in 
the United States, to the congregations 
of all the churches, and the governing 
judicatories of all our national church 
bodies to declare their Christian inten- 
tion. 
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Three-Fold Pledge 

For our part, as a national federation 
of student Christian movements and de- 
nominational college work and missionary 
agencies, we pledge: 

(1) to give the racial frontier of the 
Christian world mission high priority 
in our life together. 

(2) to do everything in our power to 
achieve integration in our churches and 
in our communities by the quickest and 
most effective means. 

(3) to give all possible support to 
those who express their concern for racial 
equality through participation in the stu- 
dent non-violent movement, and to sup- 
port, help, and if necessary to defend, 
those students who participate in its ac- 
tivities. 

A Summons 

To begin to make good on this pledge, 
we call upon all the student Christian 
movements affiliated with the National 
Student Christian Federation and the 
more than 3,000 campus student groups 
affiliated with them to: 

(1) Acquaint themselves as thoroughly 
as possible with the philosophy, purpose, 
objectives, methods, and activities of the 
student non-violent movements.* 

(2) Establish on as many campuses as 
possible “Study and Involvement” 
groups, (composed preferably on an in- 
terconfessional, international, and inter- 
racial basis), which will undertake to be 
a source of information and knowledge 
of the student non-violent movement and 
of local discriminatory practices, (e.g., 
in housing, dining, and recreational fa- 
cilities, in college admissions policies) 
and which will engage in activities de- 
signed to end such practices. 

(3) Manifest the racial inclusiveness 
of the church within their national stu- 
dent Christian movement and their cam- 
pus student Christian groups. This means 
that if their group is not now racially 
inclusive a serious examination as to 
should be undertaken. In 
and not in the South only, 
such an examination may uncover facts 


the reasons 


some cases, 


about segregational history and discrim- 
inatory practices of both their churches 
and their academic institutions. It may 
also mean that some student 
Christian groups will need to engage 
more heavily in intercollegiate activity 
in order to establish lively interracial 
relations. 

(4) Study and take action upon those 
measures which will achieve the end of 
segregation in the churches. 

(5) Support financially the Legal Aid 
and Scholarship Fund of the National 
Student Christian Federation whereby 
they can give emergency aid to students, 
as well as assistance to students arrested 
and/or expelled because of their involve- 


campus 





*For further information write Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, 208 
Auburn Avenue, N.E., Atlanta 3, Georgia. 





ment in the student non-violent move- 
ment. 

(6) Encourage Christian students to 
join in the activities of the student non- 
violent movement in centers where dem- 
onstrations are taking place, to initiate 
and establish direct social action groups 
where such do not exist, and to develop 
an atmosphere in which students are free 
to participate. 

(7) Work insofar as possible with sec- 
ular organizations holding, and working 
for, the same racial principles. 


NSCF Purpose 


As the National Student 
Federation we propose: 

(1) To continue to be a source of in- 
formation concerning the activities of 
the student non-violent movement and to 
call attention to other existing informa- 
tion sources. 

(2) To continue to raise funds for 
legal aid, emergency assistance, and 
scholarship purposes, with which we will 
continue to assist students who may be 
in need of this kind of help. 

(3) To accept the status of full mem- 
bership in the Temporary Student Non- 
Violent Coordinating Committee, request- 
ing that the committee, at the time of its 
October conference, consider how the 
NSCF may support more fully and par- 
ticipate more responsibly within the life 
of the continuing committee. 

And, furthermore, to authorize the ex- 
ecutive committee to consider and adopt 
means for continued participation in the 
committee, subject to review by the 1961 
General Assembly. 

(4) To seek means whereby already 
available resources and personnel of 
member movements and agencies may be 
employed to assist campus student Chris- 
tian fellowships to work on the problem 
of desegregation in the churches and in 
the community; to empower the central 
committee to, if necessary and desirable, 
seek funds whereby to employ one or two 
additional members of the NSCF staff 
who would function as a team, working 
to this end. 

(5) We authorize the central commit- 
tee, the officers and staff to institute the 
above and to give such other assistance 
as may be desired and possible which is 
consonant with the intention of this docu- 
ment, and which recognizes the dynamic 
situation to which it is addressed. 


Christian 


To Congregations 
As members of the churches and active 
participants in our local congregations, we 
ask all the congregations of our churches: 
(1) NOW to determine, if they have 
not already done so, and to make it 
known, (even by paid advertisement in 
local newspapers if necessary) that their 
worship services are open for any, irre- 
spective of race, who will come sincerely 
and devoutly to worship the God revealed 
in Jesus Christ. 
(2) NOW to fix the date, if they have 
THE PRFSBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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not already done so, when they will enter- 
tain applications for membership from 
persons of all races who by reason of 
faith in Jesus Christ sincerely seek such 
membership. 

(3) NOW to open the auxiliary activi- 
ties and facilities—Sunday schools, re- 
Jeased time religious education program, 
vacation church schools, etc.—to all per- 
sons irrespective of race. 

(4+) NOW to register publicly their 
support for the cause of equal economic 
opportunity for all races, for racial free- 
dom, and dignity, and for democratic 
equality and justice for all, by indicating 
to their city, county, and state govern- 
ments, to their local and state human 
relations councils, to merchants in their 
communities, that they will support those 
actions which seek the quick end of all 
segregation law and custom from schools, 
public facilities, business establishments, 
housing, labor unions, and employment 


practices. 





We know that, of some congrega- 
gations, we ask much. 


We know that we who ask are of no 
special virtue and that in various ways 
we are all involved in separating man 
from man and Christian from Christian. 
Nevertheless we are deeply persuaded of 
what we say about segregation in the 
churches, and we are bound to add that 
the matter is terribly urgent. We believe 
that it is God’s will, and not simply ours, 
that segregation in the churches must be 
ended. The requests for open church 
membership are coming now and will 
increase; and there is no Christian rea- 
son whatever for attempting to exclude 
Christians from any congregation on the 
basis of race. 

Let the church be the church. 


For Editorial Comment . 
. See page 8 


Seattle Presbytery Seeks 
Drunk Driving Penalties 
SEATTLE, WASH. (RNS)—The Presby- 
tery of Seattle, representing more than 50 
United Presbyterian churches, has passed 
a resolution calling for severe penalties 
and strict enforcement of traffic laws, 
particularly in cases of drunken driving. 
“More stringent regulations, with se- 
vere mandatory penalties, including loss 
of right to drive and jail sentences, are 
required,” it said, “together with an in- 
creasing strict and dedicated enforcement. 
“All Christians must look upon the 
death and injury occurring on our high- 
ways with concern, joined with a firm re- 
solve to exercise our influence to bring 
about a continuing decline in the cost of 
human life and misery resulting therein.” 
The resolution calls upon the governor, 
legislators, judiciary and all law makers 
and enforcement agencies to ‘“‘meet this 
challenge with courage and determina- 
tion.” 
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DIBELIUS IS PESSIMISTIC ABOUT 
VITALITY OF CHRISTIAN WITNESS 


BERLIN (RNS)—Ten years before the 
outbreak of World War I a 24-year-old 
Lutheran pastor in Pomerania predicted 
that the new century would see a world- 
wide clash of Christian and anti-Chris- 
tian forces. 

Now 80 years old, Otto Dibelius, who 
has reached a position of highest eminence 
as Bishop of Berlin and chairman of the 
Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKID) has lived to see his 
fears realized in the growing might of 
Communism and the insidious spread of 
materialism even inside the Christian 
fold. 

In an interview here, Bishop Dibelius, 
who is as much hated and feared by the 
Communists as he is admired and re- 
spected by Christians throughout Ger- 
many and the Western world, confessed, 
“T am decidedly pessimistic as to the 
immediate future.” 


Long-Range Hope 

On the other hand, he stressed, his 
long-range view is one of optimism and 
confidence. 

“Around us and ahead of us,” he said, 
“we face an increasing deterioration of 
organized Christianity. But the world 
will return to the Savior.” 

The short-statured, grey-bearded prel- 
ate, who has fought Communism with 
the same courage and dogged persistence 
with which he opposed Nazism, took an 
English Bible from a bookshelf in his 
study. 

“T have always had a Scripture pas- 
sage for the contemporary situation,” he 
said. ‘Ten years ago it was Revelation 
13. ‘And I saw a beast rise up out of the 
sea... and the dragon gave him his 
power ... and the whole world wondered 
after the beast. . And he opened his 
mouth for blasphemy against God. . . 
And it was given unto him to make war 
with the saints and to overcome them. .. . 
Here is the patience and the faith of the 
saints.’ ” 

Declaring that now that the beast has 
spread himself over the world, Bishop 
Dibelius said his passage for today is 
Isaiah 6: 


“Go and tell this people, hear ye indeed 
but understand not. ... Then said I, Lord, 
how long? And he answered, Until the 
cities be wasted without inhabitant, and 
the houses without man... . But yet in 
it shall be a tenth, and it shall return and 
shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an 
oak, whose substance is in them, when 
they cast their leaves: so the holy seed 
shall be the substance thereof.” 


Unwearying Watchman 

The bishop, who has been described 
as an unwearying watchman of East and 
West, said “we are witnessing the con- 
dition described by Isaiah, ‘great forsak- 
ing in the midst of the land,’ and it will 


become worse. Giving some examples, he 
continued: 

“In East Germany, under Soviet occu- 
pation church life is breaking down. The 
first onslaught of totalitarian power is so 
enormous that people are abandoning 
church traditions and customs. Only a 
small number remain firm. Of this smal] 
number only a tenth will survive, as in 
Isaiah’s day. 

“Also in the Western world, from other 
causes, church life is depleted. I asked 
a pastor from England how the situation 
was in London. He replied that it was 
similar to that in Berlin: when company 
comes, the family stays home from church. 

“In Sweden at the time of Archbishop 
Nathan Soderblom, the church played a 
dynamic role in national life. Now under 
the welfare state, church attendance is as 
poor as possible and the influence of the 
bishops and clergy is nothing. The prob- 
lems in Stockholm are dress and better 
apartments. The situation is the same in 
other Scandinavian countries, and it is 
but little better in Holland.” 

In Scotland Too 

Bishop Dibelius pointed also to Scot- 
land where, he said, hotel lobby talk is 
far different from when he first went to 
Edinburgh in 1906. “Then,” he said, 
“the Sunday morning discussion con- 
cerned which church to attend and who 
was the best preacher. Now the talk is 
which sports event to attend that day.” 

Some people, the bishop stated, think 
this downward trend has been halted, but 
“T do not think so.’’ However, he added, 
he believes that in the long run Christi- 
anity will regain full vigor. 

“This is my confession of faith,” he 
said. “The Christian today can antici- 
pate the future, just as in Isaiah’s day. 
The old prophet, seeing evil things ap- 
proaching, anticipated the help of God. 
With such help comes the victory that 
overcomes the world.” 

Two great dangers threatening man- 
kind at present, the bishop said, are the 
pride which technological progress in- 
spires, and Communism which regards 
power as everything and brooks no limi- 
tation. 

“Humanity,” he said, ‘“‘must accept 
new limitations on itself. Mankind will 
return to this in the future. Then will 
the Christian faith become truly a uni- 
versal light and guide.” 
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EDITORIAL 


if it Ils God’s House 
There Are no Barriers 





On other pages of this issue we are 
publishing in full “A Statement of Chris- 
tian Intention” of the National Student 
Christian Federation, reported here in the 
news columns last week. 

This earnest appeal of concerned and 
dedicated students who have been brought 
up in our churches will test the Christian 
intention of all of us. It helps us to 
understand clearly that all of us are un- 
der judgment in this crucial matter. 

Insofar as efforts have been directed 
toward churches in the so-called “kneel- 
ins” of Negro and white students in some 
areas, those who participate in the dem- 
onstrations are under judgment. They 
have been held up to scorn, they have 
been called publicity-seekers and worse. 

Let us grant that publicized demon- 
strations at a place of worship do not “‘sit 
well” with many of us. Let us say that 
they are out of order. But let us not stop 
there without seeking to make them en- 
tirely unnecessary. 

Let us ask why they are being planned 
or conducted. 

When we do, we shall see that the 
judgment does not fall so heavily upon 
students in demonstrations as upon 
churchmen who feel that the church is 
“theirs,” like a club they have joined 
or a fraternal order of tried and familiar 
friends. 

Newspaper pundits have rushed into 
the fray to set the issue straight. They 
have failed miserably for they have not 
understood the first—or last—mark of 
the church: It belongs to no man or 
group of men; it is God’s and it is he who 
sets the conditions of its life and be- 
havior. 

Men may have usurped the preroga- 
tives of the Almighty; they have erected 
barriers at the door of worship; they may 
have thought to say who could or could 


not enter into the Christian fellowship by 


a series of their own tests, but when they 
8 


have done so they have gravely erred. 

There is no external test of men that 
has the least validity in weighing the 
question as to what man or men is in- 
cluded in the “whosoever will” of God. 

There are complications, to be sure, 
and they are difficult. Within the congre- 
gations of white Americans there are 
deeply-held convictions as to personal 
preferences, but these must be placed 
under the eye of God who, as one (Pres- 
byterian) preacher puts it picturesquely, 
“is no more concerned with the color of 
a man’s skin than he is with the color 
of the socks he has on.” 

There are complications among Negro 
groups. There may well be Negro min- 
isters and leaders who fear that such 
demonstrations will lose financial and 
other support for their churches from the 
white community; a few may even fear 
the loss of some of the more highly edu- 
cated members of their congregations if 
integration makes any headway. 

Many alert and inquiring Negro young 
people from some areas have never had 
vital contact with churches whose people 
are on an intellectual level with the col- 
leges they are attending and others of 
them may be ill prepared by their own 
church background to participate natu- 
rally in some “white” congregations. 
These are cultural problems that are 
easily recognized. 

The issue of greatest concern, however, 
is what the church is and what it is to 
become. If it is no more than the creature 
of men’s purposes and a reflection of 
their culture, it is despicable, for it pro- 
fesses to be an instrument of God to call 
men to a standard of righteousness that 
is to pervade society. 

It is right then and perhaps long over- 
due for judgment to begin at the house of 
God. 

Encouraging reports are being made 
from some “white” churches where steps 
have been taken to assure Negroes who 
may attend that they are recognized as 
the “people of God” with as much right 
in a place of worship as any others. A 
second step will bring even more encour- 
agement—a proclamation by suitable 
means that this has been done and that 
no restrictions are placed at the door of 
a sanctuary that God himself does not 





W* SAY the grace of God is 
for all but we practically de- 


fine the church in terms of race, not 
grace. If Lutherans in the South 
opened their churches to all men as 
Christ opened his arms wide on the 
cross, our church would endure a 
kind of crucifixion by society that 
would practically lead to its burial 
in terms of decline of numbers— 
but I believe it would have a kind 
of resurrection and power eventu- 
ally that would amaze us.—F RANK 
K. Errmp, Lutheran minister of 
Salisbury, N.C. 














erect; that when invitations declare, “Ey- 
eryone is welcome,” they mean everyone, 


GUEST EDITORS 
Congo Opportunity 


. . . To the non-Roman churches [in 
the Congo] the new situation brings an 
almost overwhelming weight of respon- 
sibility. Because they have the confidence 
of the people and are not identified with 
3elgium they may accede to a position 
of preponderant influence with all the 
dangers entailed thereby. In any case 
they are confronted with a formidable 
list of present and future tasks that will 
demand their utmost commitment, in re- 
sources and in disciplined cooperation. 

They must lend some of their best 
personnel, African and missionary, to 
help meet the immediate crisis in various 
emergency capacities. 

They must continue to undergird the 
new Congo State by training and provid- 
ing leadership, and by making available 
their good offices in many ways, but with- 
out using these opportunities for service 
as a means of self-aggrandizement. 

They must be ready to provide such 
relief as may be required. 

They must re-establish their own staffs 
and operations, taking due account of 
changed conditions. 

They must provide a clear and fervent 
Christian witness to a nation in travail. 

They must exercise the ministry of 
reconciliation and reunite those who are 
at enmity. 

They must diligently and rapidly raise 
up African leaders in the church and 
place full responsibility in their hands. 

They must cooperate with the Congo 
Government as circumstances permit, in 
all the tasks of nation-building, especially 
in education, medicine and social welfare. 

They must help bring Congolese into 
full acquaintance and fellowship with 
other peoples and nations, especially but 
not exclusively in the context of the 
church... . 

Sober reflection suggests that the fault 
in Congo was not on the side of haste 
but of tardiness. There was time to get 
ready, but it was wasted. Great popular 
movements are like the tides of the ocean 
—they move at their own inexorable pace. 
Human power cannot hold them back, 
but human wisdom can make ready for 
their coming. African nationalism is 
such a force. If Belgium’s wisest lead- 
ers had been given a free hand to do that 
which they knew must be done, beginning 
at the time when they knew they should 
begin, the present crisis would have been 
avoided. If their failures had not built 
up frustration and fear and distrust in 
the hearts of the Congolese, the seeds of 
Communist malice could not have taken 
root and grown. These are the real les- 
sons of the Congo situtation. May they 
be heeded in those places where there is 
yet time.—GrEoRGE W. CARPENTER in 
Christianity and Crisis. 
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Footnote to Philippians 1:3-11 


WHEN A GOOD MAN PRAYS FOR YOU 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


OST OF US would like to feel 
M that any good man or woman is 
praying for us. But we might be quite 
wrong in this wish; for we might be dis- 
appointed if we could overhear the good 
man’s prayers. What do we want the man 
to pray for? Usually, or at any rate too 
often, what we want is the celestial equiv- 
ilent of getting somebody to “‘fix”’ a traf- 
fic ticket. We want to be prayed out of 
jur jams. We want our prayers to “work” 
and we hope the good man has the know- 
how that maybe we lack. We have a list 
f things we want, most of them (per- 
haps) quite material things, like health, 
wealth and bright prospects. 

Now we have on record a report by a 
very good man indeed, of prayers he 
iffered for some friends of his who were 
also, by his own account, good people. 
We shall look for a moment at several 
questions about those prayers and see 
what the answer is. 

1. What put these people into Paul’s 
mind? Answer: It was their “partner- 
ship in the gospel.” They had been 
Paul’s friends in need, they had made 
his imprisonment easier and no doubt 
(prisons being what they were in those 
days) had saved his life. They had in- 
vested in a missionary, they made com- 
mon cause with him, they did all they 
could to help him succeed. 


What puts vou into the minds of 
those vou hope will pray for you? 


2. What mood did the image of his 
friends evoke in Paul? Plainly, the mood 
yf thanksgiving—not to them only, but 
to God for them. To think of them was 
a happy occupation. 


What sort of mood settles on your 
friends when they think of you? 


3. What in particular had they been 
doing? They had been identifying them- 
selves with him both as a doer and as a 
sufferer. It was not too healthy a thing 
in the Roman world to show friendship 
for a prisoner. It is not today, for that 
matter. One suspects that more average- 
type Christians would be willing to visit 
the local jail, in a general sort of way, as 
for instance to take candy or food to be 
distributed, or to sing hymns, than would 
be willing to show up as friends of some 
particular prisoner. These Philippian 
friends identified themselves with Paul; 
but he does not think of this as sharing 
in his suffering or risking their reputa- 
tions so much as sharing in grace. Paul 
himself did not think of his troubles as 
a mark of God’s displeasure. On the 
contrary he was pleased and grateful 
whenever God allowed him to carry some 
of the burden that the Lord himself had 
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carried. His troubles were a means of 
grace; that is to say, it was his very 
troubles that brought him to a full appre- 
ciation of the love of God. We are all 
too likely to think, when our friends help 
us in time of trouble, that our friends’ 
kindness helps to lessen the heavy load 
God has laid on us; in other words, when 
God oppresses us our friends come to our 
rescue. 

Paul did not think along those lines. 
He had learned to rejoice in tribulation, 
and in every state to be content; and he 
rejoices that his sympathetic friends can 
now share this joyous experience with 
him. 


What have you been doing, that your 
good friends should pray for you? 


4. What makes Paul so confidently 
grateful? The completely relaxed, un- 
worried assurance of Paul is surprising. 
There seems to be no trace of the feeling 
many of us would have: “Well, these 
people have been mighty good to me, but 
I’m not going to count on this thing last- 
ing very long. I have rougher times 
ahead, and I don’t want to strain these 
people’s friendship too far.’”’ On the con- 
trary, Paul is quite certain that their 
good works will continue. But his reason 
is not, strictly speaking, confidence in 
them personally. What he is sure of is 
that God who has begun this good work 
in them will keep right on to the end. 
His friends’ sympathy and sacrifice was, 
he is sure, inspired. (The last line of 
the inspired Word may have long since 
been written; the last act of inspired love 
has never yet been done.) 


Does anything in your life suggest 
to others that God not only has been, 
but will always be, working in and 
through you? 


5. What does Paul desire from God 
for his friends? Not a word about pros- 
perity, success, promotion or anything 
rated high on the American scale of bless- 
ings. Most of us would like to think that 
a man as good and godly as Saint Paul 
was seconding our requests—to meet the 
right man, to shine in our profession, to 
achieve peace of mind. But it is not at 
all sure that Paul would have agreed to 
ask for such things. For those particular 
friends he asks a rather surprising thing. 
He not only does not ask for material 
blessings; he does not even pray that 
their hearts may be filled with love. They 
are filled with love. What he prays for 
is that they may have a better sort of 
love (not that the sort they have is not 
good!): that it may be a love marked by 
“knowledge and all discernment,” en- 
abled to “have a sense of what is vital” 


(Moffatt). He prays furthermore that 
they may not only be personally men of 
“transparent character” (Goodspeed ) 
and blameless life, but may also be good 
for something—have fruitful lives. And 
this not in a vague sort of way, but bear- 
ing the kind of fruit that comes only out 
of the indwelling Christ, the “fruits of 
righteousness which come through Jesus 
Christ.” 

It is here, by the way, that the special 
kind of goodness Paul possessed shows 
up clearly. Most of us, if we had friends 
like the Philippians, would have the 
grace to be thankful for them. But 
wouldn’t most of us think that all this 
generosity deserved some sort of reward, 
and wouldn’t we pray that God would 
somehow repay them for all their gifts? 
Not so Paul. Beneficiary of generous 
friends’ unselfish love as he was, he not 
only is grateful for this, but his next 
prayer is that the love may be made better 
through knowledge and insight, that these 
good people may become better yet 
through Christ. After all, is there any 
higher reward ? 


If you knew a good man was praying 
that your love and generosity might 
become better than it is, would you feel 
insulted ? 


FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY @ Some years ago Henry 
J. Cadbury, the New Testament scholar, 
warned us all against The Peril of Mod- 
ernizing Jesus. I am beginning to think 
that there is a greater peril than that— 
the peril of not modernizing Jesus. Des- 
pite the dangers, it must be the aim of 
the preacher to make the mission and 
message of Jesus relevant to the special 
circumstances and problems of his own 
time. 


TUESDAY e¢ Visiting Vermont last 
week, I realized a long-awaited ambition, 
that of meeting the stimulating and pro- 
vocative thinker, Eugene Rosenstock- 
Huessy, to whose book, The- Christian 
Future, I owe so much. Meeting authors 
is sometimes a disappointment, but no 
one can meet E. R. without immediately 
being forced to think about familiar sub- 
jects in a fresh way. I like a man who 
is not afraid to examine everything anew, 
even though his thoughts sound ‘“‘cranky” 
and “radical” at first blush. Professor 
Rosenstock-Huessy deplored to me the 
lack of fundamental seriousness in the 
churches—we are all too prone to “play 
about” with religion. 


WEDNESDAY e¢ [| must have a sympa- 
thetic manner! I now have three manu- 
scripts on my desk waiting to be read 
and appraised. One is a collection of 
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— World Missions Building, Nashville, Tenn. 


Would one of these 
ANNUITIES help your 
ESTATE PLANNING? 


Through an annuity of the Board of World Missions, you can 
provide a guaranteed life-time income for yourself or for 
another, and at the same time make a generous gift to World 
Missions. 


Also — in your will you can provide one or more such annuities 
for your loved ones, with the knowledge that they will receive 
an assured life-time income that will not fluctuate and cannot 
be dissipated or mis-managed. Or, if you wish, you can have 
an annuity made payable to one person and also to a survivor, 
who would in turn receive the same guaranteed life-time pay- 
ments and the same protection of principal. 


Under our Annuity Gift Plan, whatever sum you invest is 
maintained intact for payment of the annuity as long as the 
beneficiary or beneficiaries may live, and then, after all of 
the annuity obligations have been fulfilled, the principal 
becomes a gift to World Missions. Because of this gift feature, 
you are allowed certain tax benefits on both 
principal and income. 


We will be glad to send you a copy of our free 
booklet describing our Annuity Gift Plan in 
detail and showing the rates of return 
based on age of annuitants. Just write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BRoarRD OF WORLD Missions 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 






POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


“To Forergu Missions a Share” 











| sermons, one a novel, and the third js 
a collection of mystical parables. Some 
authors do not really welcome criticism; 
all they want is praise. I only hope my 
friends are not in this class, otherwise 
I am going to lose them! 

THURSDAY e@ In a recent theological 
work the description of the giving of the 
Ten Commandments is followed by this 
comment: “There is a challenging no- 
bility about this God of Moses.” Another 
article, on the Book of Job says: ‘This 
book poses a problem to which it offers 
no rational solution. It does, however, 
offer two gleams of illumination.” Two 
gleams! No wonder the intelligent lay- 
man, in this case George Goyder, says: 
“The occupational disease of the univer- 
sity teacher is to patronize God.” 


FRIDAY e@ I have spent part of the 
summer re-reading Nels Ferré’s wonder- 
ful book, The Christian Understanding 
of God. (A living book is one that bears 
re-reading once every five years.) Any 
author who says that his aim is that his 
readers may be “overwhelmed by the 
greatness and goodness of God” holds 
my rapt attention. Would that all our 
sermons were written in the same spirit. 

SATURDAY © QOne of my students (a 
sraight-A man) is a Pentecostalist pastor, 
and I attended a service of ‘‘tongues” 
tonight at his church. I gather that the 
Pentecostalists are one of the fastest- 
growing religious groups in the States, 
and many of their leaders are seeking 
closer relations with the mainline church- 
es. I think this will result in great gain 
to both sides. There is an immediacy 
and reality about Pentecostal-type reli- 
gion that puts some of our more formal- 
ized (not to say “fossilized’’) groups 
to shame. 


SUNDAY e In view of such biblical 
sayings as, “In his presence there is ful- 
ness of joy,” and “Enter thou into the 
jov of thy Lord,” I preached today on 
“Enjoy Yourself,” and some members of 
the congregation thought I was being 
heretical, so accustomed are they to hear- 
ing religion spoken of in terms of duty 
and discipline. 


Florida School Head 
Wants Religion Taught 


MraMI, FLA. (RNS)—Florida State 
School Superintendent Thomas D. Bailey 
said here that if education is to reflect 
the community in which people live and 
prepare children for adulthood “religion 
and the moral and spiritual values which 
are a part of religion must not and can- 
not be ignored in our schools.” 

Mr. Bailey’s remarks appeared in an 
article in The Floriday School Bulletin 
in the midst of an all-out legal attack on 
religious observances in Florida. Reli- 
gious practices in the school system are 
under fire from the American Jewish 

(Continued on page 12) 
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We are pleased to be designated the American 


distributor of important publications of the 


Fifteen (15) titles (35-48) you may not 
have known were available. See No. 50; 
special value. 


Church of Scotland 


This arrangement provides for prompt and easy access to many publications by noted Scottish 
churchmen. These books and pamphlets are produced in modest form, inexpensively with limp 
or paper binding. They are suitable for such uses as these: 


Elective classes for adults and young people 


Summer conference courses 
Intensive Bible studies (long or short) 
Midweek church and Bible studies 


Here are the titles now available to you: 


101. DRAFT CATECHISM of the Church of Scotland; 80 pages 
of discussion material in the language of today, dealing with the 
pivotal beliefs of the church. Ideal for class study for adults and 
ON A a eee 35¢ 


FOUR-YEAR STUDY COURSE (1-4) 
1. THE PREPARATION FOR CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTA- 
re. Heom C. Werk: 100 oo... $1.00 
lea. TEACHER’S HANDBOOK. W. M. Wightman. Added help 
to accompany the text. ee 30¢ 


2. THE LIFE AND TEACHING OF JESUS CHRIST. James S. 
Stewart. 192 pp. Abingdon Press publication. No. 2 in the 4-year 





2 ah ee Ned eee ae arr 
3. THE STORY OF THE CHURCH. J. Aulay Steele & hd: 
Campbell; 221 pp. ___ $1.00 
3-a. MEMBERS’ HANDBOOK. /. W. Muggoch. To be used 
EE RRR ar ee pen ee SSSR rem 30¢ 


4. CHRISTIAN FAITH AND PRACTICE. A. C. Craig, O. B. 
Milligan, D. M. Baillie; 192 pp. Ten chapters on major beliefs; five 
on the sacraments; and eight on Christian living. __----~- $1.00 


5. THE MAKING OF A CHRISTIAN. G. M. Dryburgh. 142 pp. 
Problems of conduct and a Christian approach. Some titles: Money, 





work, leisure, suffering, home, Sunday. ---_--_---__----______ 75¢ 
6. CONCERNING CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. John Howat; 
151 pp. Studies in the meaning and nature of the church. ____75¢ 


7. CONCERNING THE FAITH IN CHRIST. John Howat; 207 
pp. Studies in the Christian faith: What is man? Our Father; Holy 
Spirits Word of God—21 chapters. ..__._.___.___.__---..__-- 75¢ 
8. ST. LUKE’S LIFE OF CHRIST. W. M. Wightman; 112 pp. 
An admirable brief study under 24 topics; chiefly for young people 
but interesting for older. ____ 35¢ 


9. THE LIFE OF OUR LORD (Mark’s Gospel). W. M. Wight- 


man; 98 pp. Young people; helpful for all ages. Pee 
10. JUDGMENT UPON THE NATIONS. W. Steven. 36 pp. 
Seven lessons from the Prophet Amos. _-- 25¢ 
1l. THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD. R. Stuart Louden. 55 pp. 
First Corinthians in 10 lessons. __ _-35¢ 


12. THE PROPHET OF HOPE. Wm. Meiklejohn. 72 pp. The 
Prophet Jeremiah—15 lessons. __-_-~ 35¢ 
13. GENESIS 1-12. D. M. G. Stalker. 62. pp. Seven lessons dealing 
ek a 35¢ 
14, DEUTERONOMY. T. S. Crichton. 63 pp. Twelve lessons. 35¢ 
15. THE WIDENESS OF GOD’S MERCY. Wn. C. Hay. 32 pp. 
REE EE EEC ee aan, 25¢ 
16. LET US HEAR THE WORD OF GOD. Effe R. Gray. 109 
pp. Seventeen lessons on how God speaks, ____- ae 
17. GOD’S PEOPLE ISRAEL. John Mauchline. 224 pp. A com- 
— and interesting study of what the Old Testament is all 
about. $1.00 
18. RIGHT WAYS OF LIVING. Geo. M. Dryburgh. 141 pp. A 
popular approach in teaching youth groups. Topics include: Have 
You Any Idols? Making the Impossible Happen. Four Kinds of 


Soil. ; ee 75¢ 
19. AMBASSADOR FOR CHRIST. Wm. Barclay. 171 ‘pp. “The 
life and teaching of Paul in 27 chapters. ey jo 


20. AND JESUS SAID. Wm. Barclay. 215 pp. ~ A handbook on the 
parables of Jesus. (See also No. $2) —........._.__-...... $1.00 
21. HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR HERITAGE. G. G. Cameron. 191 
pp. Some landmarks in the church’s advance. John Knox, the 
Covenanters and many heroes you should know. _- __$1.25 
22. HEROES OF THE FAITH. Wm. Steven. 170. pp. Short 
biographies of Christian heroes like Kagawa, Florence Nightingale, 
Schweitzer, Mary Slessor, Wm. Temple, etc. __-_-__--__--__-_75¢ 
23. GOD AND ISRAEL. G. T. Wright. 136 pp. Chapter 1: The 
Beginnings of the Nation: Abraham; Chapter 24: The Messianic 
Hope. ee eres pe 
24. CHART FOR ADVENTURE. 63 pp. Methods of Bible study 
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For high school and college classes 
Weekend retreats of church groups 
For your home or family library 

For your church library. For your study 


ee helpful and suggestive in getting Bible study out of a 


aes 30¢ 
26. LIVELY ORACLES. Ian Pitt-Watson. 60 pp. Seven studies 
for Youth Fellowships on great Bible themes. -----~- 35¢ 


27. CLUB WORSHIP. 48 pp. A guide for leaders of worship in 
youth groups. Helpful materials. _.-_______________ 35¢ 
28. THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM. O. B. Milligan. ‘16 pp. 
(From Christian Faith and Practice.) ~_~-_ ___15¢ 
29. HOLY COMMUNION. O. B. Milligan. 52 pp. (From Christian 
i a ee ee ee eer 25¢ 
30. YOUR CHURCH MEMBERSHIP. To be given to the new 
members. You will like this. _______________5¢ ($4 per 100) 
31. THE GOSPEL OF LIFE (John’s s Gospel). John McConnachie. 
136 pp. A rewarding 24-unit study of the Fourth Gospel. 75¢ 
32. AND HE HAD COMPASSION ON THEM. William Barclay. 
292 pp. This is the great Glasgow scholar’s handbook on the 
miracles of the Bible. Read the Foreword; it is crucial. __ $1.50 
33. CHRISTIAN MISSIONS. J. Aulay Steele. 61 pp. A six-ses- 
sion course on the history of world missions. ________________-35¢ 
34. A DAY-BOOK OF PRAYER. For young men and women, and 
older. Daily devotions for four weeks, prayers for special occasions. 
See ee MALE NE 75¢ 
35. HOW TO USE THE BIBLE. John W. Coutts. 82 pp. An aid 
to understanding how God speaks —___- 35¢ 
36. WHAT WE BELIEVE. 71 pp. A handbook on “A Short State- 
ment of the Church’s Faith,” dealing with 37 topics. Especially 
good to use with the Draft Catechism________-____________- 35¢ 
37. THE ENTERPRISE OF FAITH. Innes Logan. 79 pp. A 
handbook for first communion. Particularly valuable to use with 
communicants classes _ aS ___35¢ 
38. THE MINISTER AND HIS COMMUNICANTS’ CLASS. 
George S. Stewart. 101 pp. Definite helps for the minister____75¢ 
BIBLE STUDY 

39. TEACHING THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL. George B. Burnet. 40 pp. A brief introduction to the 
O. T. “for busy Sunday school teachers.” 25¢ 
40. THE HOPE OF THE WORLD. H. S. Winchester. 124 pp. 
Five lessons from early Genesis; nine on the life of Christ; five on 
Paul; six on missions in Northern India , 35¢ 
41. LIGHT THROUGH DARKNESS. T. D. Meredith. 158 pp. 
Six lessons from the prophets. nine on the life of Christ; four on 
the church’s history; six on missions (Teachers’ aid 41a) 50¢ 
41a. LIGHT OF LIGHTS. Alison L. Ewan. 48 pp. Helps for the 
teacher of “Light Through the Darkness.” 25¢ 

42. THE OLD ORDER CHANGETH. H. S. Winchester, T. L. 
Beveridge. Six lessons from the prophets; eight on the life of 


Christ; four on the church’s history; six on missions 50¢ 
43. TRUE WELL-BEING. Hugh Elder. 72 pp. Nine studies in the 
beatitudes 25¢ 


44. CHRISTIANITY IN THE N. T. EPISTLES. J. H. S. 
Burleigh. 116 pp. Twenty-four lessons on all the epistles 50¢ 
45. THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. Duncan Blair. 70 
pp. Seven lessons ____35¢ 
46. MAKERS OF THE EARLY CHURCH. E. J. Hagan. 102 pp. 
Twenty-four lessons on the leading personalities of the Apostolic 
Church : 50¢ 


CHRISTIAN HOME AND FAMILY 

47. RELIGION IN THE HOME. James K. Thomson. 79 pp. Six 
lessons for mothers and others based on the Lord’s Prayer____40¢ 
48. OUR HOME. 79 pp. For parents and teachers on “living 
together,” “Beauty ... religion ... activities ... in the home”; 
“outside contacts.” , : 35¢ 
49. ONE EACH OF ALL TITLES (total: $28.25) ___Only $25 
50. ONE EACH OF TITLES LAST ADDED: 35-48 ($6.00) 

Only $4.75 
NOTE—In some of these titles the word ‘Junior’ or ‘‘Senior’’ is 
used but they do not refer to the same ages in Scotland as in this 
country. Most of these items will be useful both to young people’s 
and adult groups. (Over, for order form) 
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Congress and American Civil Liberties 
Union as divisive, sectarian and violative 
of the religious clauses of the U.S. and 
Florida constitutions. 

Under attack are such practices as 
Bible readings in assemblies and class- 
rooms, distribution of Bibles and reli- 
gious literature to students, and prayers 
and grace before meals. Mr. Bailey wrote: 


“It will be a sad day in America if a 
legal concept of separation of church and 
state ever denies children and youth in 
public schools the fundamental of our 
Nation’s birthright—the right to know 
‘about’ religions, the moral and spiritual 
values necessary for the formation of 
character, and non-sectarian reading of 
the Bible. 

“To ignore in our schools any reference 
to religion and to God, when our Declara- 
tion of Independence, our national and 
state constitutions, and our Bill of Rights, 
for example, reflect the moral and spirit- 
ual convictions held by our founding fa- 
thers is to ignore one of the _ basic 
strengths of our free society. 

“To ignore in our schools any reference 
to God when our Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, our pledge of allegiance to the 
flag, and our coins in daily use all refer 


to the existence of an Almighty Deity is 
to ask teachers to instruct in darkness.” 

Mr. Bailey added that he does not con- 
done partisan, sectarian proselytizing in 
the schools for any particular religion 
against any other. “But I can see no 
harm in saying grace before meals or in 
recognizing Christmas or Eastern or Han- 
nukah as part of the culture in which we 
live.” 


BARNES SAYS MOVEMENT 
IS RESULT OF OBEDIENCE 


3UFFALO, N.Y. (RNS)—The ecumeni- 
cal movement is of “immense, perhaps 
fateful importance” in the world situa- 
tion, Roswell P. Barnes, executive secre- 
tary in the U.S. for the World Council 
of Churches, said here. 

He told the 15th biennial congress of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
and South America that people who 
heighten tension “seem to be regarded as 
heroes—yet we dare not rely on forces 
of massive destruction because this would 
be disastrous.” 








Rev. Jacob Peltz 





CENTERS OF CHRISTIAN WITNESS SORELY NEEDED IN ISRAEL 


We earnestly appeal to Christians to pray for us as we seek 

to meet the following urgent needs in Israel: 

1. A Pastoral ministry amongst Hebrew Christians that will 

strengthen their faith and consolidate their witness. 

A program of training Hebrew Christians and supplying 

them with tools to enable them to earn their own living. 

The means to provide needy Hebrew Christians with 

proper shelter, food and clothing. 

1. An Eventide Home for aged Hebrew Christian immi- 
grants no longer able to care for themselves, many of 
whom have no homes of their own. 

5. Adequate centers for the work of The International 
Hebrew Christian Alliance in which Hebrew Christians 
can find fellowship and outreach. 

Will you pray for us as we promote our witness for Christ on 4 Continents and 

in 13 Countries including Israel? Please send your gift in support of this urgent 

ministry. Further information on request. Address communications to: 


INTERNATONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, INC. 


Rev. Jacos Pettz, Ph.D., B.D., Secretary 
5630-0 North Campbell 


Ave. Chicago 45, Hl. 








‘ OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE ° 
‘ 512 East Main Street, Richmond 19, Virginia “ 
Please send me the following from your Church of Scotland : 
materials: Quantities of the books or pamphlets as indicated: . 
ae ee ee ee eS 
' SEE : 
: ee a a |) ee ee: oe : 
i ei sh agi eet t aid wai cme ae ee REVERSE ° 
‘ 5 : 
: :. oo Fee eo a a | oe eee SIDE FOR 
‘ mitt mf mi cdl uma un immu unt te : 
‘| __42__43 __44 __45 __46 __47 __48 __49: one each CHURCH OF  ; 
of all. __50: one each of titles last added (35-48, value: $6), SCOTLAND : 
only $4.75. : 
‘  [] One each of all 52 titles ($28.25 value) only___----- $25. BOOKS 
: i a a : 
: (please print) ; 
ee ee ee ee ‘ 
: a Sie ee ee : 
1060 ‘ 
. Dis tepiciacssssaitearacaces enclosed in payment. ~~ -~(x) Send the bill. : 
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“The movement toward Christian uni- 
ty is not basically a response to the his- 
torical situation,” he said, “but rather 
a result of a more determined obedience 
to the will of God.” 

He complimented the participation of 
the Greek Orthodox Church in the World 
Council of Churches as ‘“‘noticeably more 
extensive and constructive” in the past 
several years. 

Cooperation with the Greek Orthodox 
Church is a guard against Protestantism’s 
tendency to over-emphasize “rationalistic 
theologizing,” he said. 

“The importance of the Orthodox con- 
tribution is emphasizing the adoration of 
God and the beauty of holiness,” the ecv 
menical leader explained. “Protestantisu 
is being reminded that religious experi- 
ence is comprehended by the heart and 
mystic nature of man as well as by his 
mind.” 


Migrant Problem to Get 
New Church Attention 


New York (rRNsS)—A ten-year plan 
for a massive assault by Protestant 
church groups on bad living and working 
conditions confronting this country’s mi- 
gratory workers will be launched at a 
National Study Conference on Migrant 
Farm Workers in Washington, D.C., 
Nov. 16-18. 

In announcing the conference, the Na- 
tional Council of Churches’ Migrant 
Ministry said the master plan will serve 
as a detailed blueprint for church action 
in the fight to eradicate social evils sur- 
rounding the use of migratory workers. 

The conference will mark the 40th 
anniversary of the churches’ efforts for 
homeless migrants, and, according to the 
announcement, will constitute the most 
significant united effort ever made during 
the last four decades to secure education, 
health and welfare services, decent living 
wages and steady employment for the 
million migrants and their families. 

Participants in the three-day meeting 
will include leaders of government, church 
and private agencies concerned with mi- 
grant workers. A principal speaker will 
be Secretary of Labor James P. Mitchell. 

Hermann N. Morse, general chairman 
of the migrant ministry anniversary, said 
it would take the “combined efforts of 
government—national, state and local— 
of private agencies, employers and the 
churches to end the exploitation of the 
men and women who pick and pack 
America’s crops.” 

The ten-year plan of strategy will be 
issued as a platform statement at the con- 
clusion of the Washington conference. 
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OUR NEED FOR GOD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for October 23, 1960 
Psalms 19,42. Printed Text: Psalm 42. 


Deep down in the human heart there is 
a driving desire for God. As Robert W. 
Stackel has written: 

“Some people try to satisfy this thirst 
with substitutes. They feed their souls on 
the pleasures of this world, but the soul 
grows anemic on this diet. Or they chloro- 
form this longing by loving worship of 
some other person or of themselves, and 
the noble longing for God lies limp. Or 
they throw the desire for God some old 
bones to gnaw on, and it gets starved to 
weakness. Meanwhile, their life remains 
unsatisfied.” (Uniform Lesson Commen- 
tary). 

Then a situation arises in which they 
become aware of their own utter helpless- 
ness. Some then turn to God. That has 
happened recently on an accelerated scale. 
Our age is one of fear and insecurity. 
And men have been turning in increasing 
numbers to the church, to the study of 
the Bible, to religious literature. There 
has been an increasing number of movies 
dealing with religious themes; Christian 
radio and television programs have grown 
in popularity. Billy Graham attracts 
huge crowds in our own and other lands. 

All of us at times long for a more satis- 
factory knowledge of God than we pos- 
sess, for the assurance of his presence, 
for the realization of his power, for the 
enjoyment of his peace. 

We are prepared therefore to enter 
sympathetically into the experience of the 
Psalmists chosen for our present study. 
I. 

The 42nd Psalm was written by an 
Israelite who was held captive in a for- 
eign land, who was taunted and oppressed 
by his enemies, and who longed desper- 
ately for the consciousness of God’s pres- 
ence. 

He begins his Psalm with a vivid pic- 
ture taken from the animal world. 

“It is the dry season of the year. The 
wadies of the table land of Palestine are 
arid, one fountain after another has run 
dry. We see a hind [rather than a hart; 
it is a feminine noun in the Hebrew] with 
parched tongue standing between the 
rocks, panting for water. It is to the sen- 
sitive soul of our poet-psalmist a picture 
of his spiritual thirst to ‘see the face of 
God.’” (Leslie: The Psalms) 

“As a hart longs for the flowing streams, 

So longs my soul for thee, O God. 


My soul thirsts for God, for the living 
God.” 


There are many things for which we 
thirst, e.g., cool refreshing water, ap- 
plause, popularity, wealth, home, security 
and love. We also thirst for knowledge 
and beauty and justice. But there is an- 
other thirst which is deeper than any of 
these, even though there are many who 
are unaware of it, and that is the thirst 
after God, the living God, one who knows, 
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feels and loves, one who holds fellowship 
with men. 

W. F. Anderson writes in Hammer and 
Sparks: 

“This thirst, this hunger of the human 
soul for the heights is a deep psychologi- 
cal fact. To deny it, or merely to ignore 
it, is spiritual blindness. This is a fruitful 
cause of dissatisfied, warped, frustrated, 
personalities. Born for the mountains, we 
pine away when enclosed in narrow val- 
leys.” 

The tragedy is that so many burn out 
their lives going after things that cannot 
finally satisfy. Augustine put it in an 
unforgettable phrase: “Thou has made 
us for thyself, O God, and our souls can- 
not rest until they find their rest in Thee.” 

“My soul thirsts for God, for the living 
God,” the Psalmist cried, and then asked, 
“When shall I come and behold the face 
of God?” He means in the temple of 
Jerusalem. It appears from the Psalm 
that the writer was a musician, a player 
upon the harp (see 43:4, which is from 
the same hand), and in this capacity he 
had led bands of pilgrims to the holy 
place (42:4). Now he is in prison, or a 
captive, as we have seen, in the power 
of his enemies. They taunt him continu- 
ally by asking, mockingly, “Where is 
your God?” The implication is that his 
God is indifferent to his needs, or else 
impotent to help, or perhaps only a fig- 
ment of his imagination. The Psalmist 
can no longer hide his grief and has lost 
all relish for his food. He lived centuries 
before Christ gave his great lesson on 
true worship to the woman by the well 
(John 4:23-24) and thought he must 
come to Jerusalem to see the face of God. 
He did not realize, as sometimes we do 
not, that God is always present. It is not 
enough then to study God’s Word unless 
we can say: 

“Beyond the sacred page, I seek Thee, 

Lord, 
My Spirit pants for Thee, O Living 
Word.” 

Unless we act on the words of a mod- 
ern psalmist (Lord Tennyson) : 

“Speak to him thou, for he hears, 

and Spirit with spirit can meet— 

Closer is he than breathing, and 

nearer than hands and feet.” 

Nonetheless there is value in religious 
fellowship, in acts of corporate worship. 
If this privilege were withdrawn from us 
we would appreciate more than we do 
now what it has meant to us. We can 
understand why the Psalmist should long 
to worship again in Jerusalem. 


The Psalmist realizes, however, that 
his excessive grief is unworthy of one 


who has faith in God. “Why are you cast 
down O my soul,” he cries, “‘and why are 
you disquieted (i.e., tossed and agitated) 
within me?” The author here “presents 
himself to us,” says Calvin, “divided into 
two parts.” As Perowne comments, 

“It is the struggle between the spirit of 
faith and the spirit of dejection, between 
the higher nature and the lower, between 
the spirit and the flesh. The true I speaks, 
the faith which is born of God rebukes 


the depression and gloom of his natural 
infirmity.” 


The remedy, he reminds himself and 
us, is to put our hope in God. F. W. 
Robertson says that we must “distinguish 
between the feelings of faith that God is 
present and the hope of faith that he will 
be so. . . There are hours in which phys- 
ical derangement darkens the windows of 
the soul; days in which shattered nerves 
make life simply endurance; months and 
years in which intellectual difficulties, 
pressing for solution, shut out God. Then 
faith must be replaced by hope.” The 
Psalmist’s hope was not in himself, nor 
in man, but in God. And that is the 
source of our hope too. If we had no 
hope, or if our hope did not extend be- 
yond this present world, then we too 
might despair even as those about us 
who have no hope. The Psalmist had no 
such basis for his hope, as we do in 
Jesus Christ, vet he was assured that “I 
shall again praise him, my help and my 
God.” 

And yet the Psalmist cannot immediate- 
ly overcome his grief, as is the case also 
at times with many of us. He knows that 
he should not be sad, that his soul should 
not be cast down, and yet he has to ac- 
knowledge that such is the case. “What 
sufferer has not felt thus?” asks Albert 
Barnes. 

“When he really wished to trust in God; 
when he hoped that all things would be 
better; when he saw that he ought to be 
calm and cheerful, his sorrows have re- 
turned like a flood, sweeping all these 
feelings away for the time, filling his soul 
with anguish, compelling him to form 
these resolutions anew, and driving him 
afresh to the throne of grace, to beat back 
the returning tide of grief, and to bring 
the soul to calmness and peace.” 


That is exactly what the Psalmist does. 
In the second part of the Psalm (vss. 6- 
11) he beats back each wave of sorrow 
with the thought of God in whom he puts 
his trust. Thus in vs. 6: ‘My soul is 
cast within me, therefore I remember thee 
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, 
from Mount Mizar’ (in other words, in 
the place of his exile). That is what we 
must learn to do in our times of sorrow, 
wherever we may find ourselves, and 
whatever may be the circumstances. 
Again, in vss. 7-8: “Deep calls to deep 
at the thunder of thy cataracts’—the 
melting winter snows of Mount Hermon, 
drawn from one deep source after an- 
other, make roaring cascades of the moun- 
tain streams in the spring. “In their pell- 
mell course the writer sees a symbol of 
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his distressing upset. As these freshets 
cause the Jordan to flood, so his troubles 
are flooding over him.” And yet “by day 
the Lord commands his steadfast love; 
and at night his song is with me, a prayer 
to the God of my life” (vs. 8, Rsv). 
Again in vss. 9-11: “I say to my God, 
my rock, Why hast thou forgotten me? 
And again it is borne in upon him 
that he who believes in God should not 
be cast down. “Hope in God,” he con- 
cludes, “for I shall again praise him, my 
help and my God.” As Albert Barnes 
comments: 


“He has reached the true source of com- 
fort to the afflicted and the sad—the living 
God as his God, and his mind is calm. 
Why should a man be sorrowful when he 
feels that he has a God? Why should his 
heart be sad when he can pour out his 
sorrows before him? Why should he be 
cast down and gloomy when he can hope 

hope for the favor of God here; hope for 
immortal life in the world to come.” 


Hl. 

But the Psalmist has not yet achieved 
that perfect peace, that full assurance of 
the divine blessing, for which he has 
been struggling. It is generally agreed by 
students of the Old Testament that 
Psalms 42 and 43 were originally one. 
If these two Pslams are read together one 
notices at once that there is a thrice-re- 
peated refrain which gives the Psalm as 
a whole its proper unity, and brings the 
thought to its final climax. As one reads 
the first stanza (42:1-5) he notes that the 
atmosphere is one of unrelieved gloom, 
except for that voice within which bids 
him to hope in God, however great his 
present distress. In the second stanza 
(42:6-11) the Psalmist has mixed emo- 
tions. His outward situation has not 
changed. He still struggles with depres- 
sion: “My soul is cast down within me.” 
“All thy waves and thy billows have gone 
over me.” “I say to God, why hast thou 
forgotten me?” But the thought of God 
enables him to banish his depression, at 
least for the moment: “My soul is cast 
down within me, therefore I remember 
thee... .”’ “All thy waves and thy billows 
have gone over me. By day the Lord 
commands his steadfast love and at night 
his song is with me.”’ And when his pe- 
riod of depression returns again, so that 
he cries out to God, “Why hast thou for- 
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gotten me?” he is able after a while to 
ask his great question with more as- 
surance than when first it came to him— 
like a straw which the proverbial drown- 
ing man will grasp: “Why are you cast 
down, O my soul, and why are you dis- 
quieted within me? Hope in God, for I 
shall yet again praise him, my help and 
my God.” 

We know that he has reached higher 
ground, for in the third phase of his ex- 
perience, set before us in Psalm 43, the 
note of triumph is predominant. His 
physical condition has not changed. But 
he recognizes now that God has not de- 
serted him; that God is actively at work 
in the world; that God will in the end 
vindicate those who in this world suffer 
for righteousness sake; that if he will 
follow that light and that truth which 
has been, or shall be vouchsafed to him 
it will lead him at last into God’s pres- 
ence. And so he repeats for the third and 
final time his great refrain, but in a far 
different spirit. At first, in a sort of des- 
peration, with a hope which only faith 
has kept alive; then as a raft, which has 
borne him again and again through deep 
waters, with a hope which will not allow 
him finally to despair; now with an as- 
surance that cannot be shaken. “Why are 
you cast down, O my soul, and why are 
you disquieted within me?” The ques- 
tion 

... seems this time... to be gently 
reproachful. He almost wonders, as he 
asks his soul the reason for his despon- 
dency, how there could possibly have been 
such faithlessness. There had always been 
light enough to illumine the soul and 
truth enough to satisfy it. Why, then, had 
there been even for a moment fear of 
deceit and corruption? The question is 
put, but the soul is allowed no reply. In- 
stead there is the familiar exhortation to 
hope, and the promise of praise rising 
from lips touched by a radiance that suf- 
fuses the whole countenance.” (Interpre- 
ter’s Bible) 

When was the Psalmist’s hope real- 
ized? In this life, perhaps. But if so, 
only in part. As Paul later wrote, “For 
now [at best] we see in a mirror dimly, 
but then face to face. Now I know in 
part, then I shall understand fully, even 
as I have been fully understood. So faith, 
hope, love [our love answering God’s 
love] abide; but the greatest of these is 
love” (1 Cor. 13:12-13). 

Some who read these lines will be able 
to appreciate the Psalmist’s experience 
because it has been their experience too. 
God grant that none who know such 
depondency will fail in the end to realize 
his hope. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE HIGH TOWER OF REFUGE. By Edgar 
H. S. Chandler. Frederick A. Praeger, New 
York. 264 pp., $6.75. 

Edgar H. S. Chandler, perhaps more 
than any other is qualified to portray the 
struggle for existence that continually 
goes on in the lives of countless thousands 
of refugees. As director of the Refugee 
Service of the World Council of Church- 
es, the largest of the voluntary services, 
he has labored on many fronts and seen 
the abject misery and hopelessness of the 
refugees as well as the gratitude and re- 
newed hope of those who have been 
helped to new homes and usefulness. 

Since World War I this could well be 
said to be The Age of the Refugee, but 
only since the terror of Nazism has it 
come into such well known prominence. 

3ecause Dr. Chandler’s work is free 
from government control it has been de- 
pendent upon the church for funds. Un- 
fortunately, when the shouting dies out, 
public interest dies out too. Thus a mere 
handful of dedicated workers face the 
problem of helping a staggering total of 
forty million refugees in Europe and 
Asia. They risk their lives to cross the 
Iron Curtain and to break red tape to 
help those in makeshift camps find a 
home in any country that will have them. 
Speaking of their resettlement work, Dr. 
Chandler says, “Only World Council in- 
tervention changed and saved the fate of 
human lives.” 

The challenge of this work is well 
summed up by the fact that this genera- 
tion shares a collective responsibility for 
the ill treatment of the refugee. This is 
an intensely human story and should in- 
spire the reader to meet the challenge of 
the refugee workers’ indomitable spirit 
with renewed Christian service. 

A. EDWARD STRANG. 
Dubuque Theological Seminary. 

THE PASCHAL LITURGY AND THE 
APOCALYPSE. By Massey Shepherd, Jr. 
John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 97 pp. 
$1.50. 

This is essay Number 6 in the scholar- 
ly and informative series, ‘Ecumenical 
Studies in Worship.” All who are ac- 
quainted with the clear and well authen- 
ticated writings of Professor Shepherd 
of the Church Divinity School of the 
Pacific, will welcome this addition to the 
growing list of his helpful books (cf. 
The Worship of the Church, Seabury 
Press, and “The History of Liturgical 
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Renewal” in The Liturgical Renewal of = Between the Testaments. D. S. Russell. 
¢ ; ic > 
the Church, Oxford). Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia, Pa. $2.50. 


e : i ae , The Forgiveness of Sin. William Telfer. 
This essay falls into two parts: (1) Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia, Pa. $2.75. 


a study of the paschal liturgy in the early His Life Our Pattern. Clarence W. Cran- 
church; and (2) the paschal liturgy in ford. Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
the Apocalypse. Dr. Shepherd is at home ata 

with the leading scholars who are doing 
research in this area of the liturgical field Christian Attitudes 
(Cullmann, Daniélou, Jeremias, and Mc- 

Arthur) and with an intimate knowledge 
of the New Testament and the history Toward War and Peace 
of the early church he traces the origin 
and development of the cultus through by ROLAND H. BAINTON 
the first two centuries of the Christian 
era. In his study of the Apocalypse he 
presents an analysis of the Book of Rev- 
elation and makes some interesting com- 
ments upon the probability of its liturgi- 
cal origins. 

Liturgical students will discover much 
exciting comment here and from the gen- 
erous supply of footnotes will be led to 
other sources for the enlargement of Dr. 
Shepherd’s theme. 
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Princeton Theological Seminary. thirty years in the making, reflects 
the profound concern of a historian 
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Philadelphia. $3.50. the church has adopted from time 
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Philadelphia, Pa. $3.50. defense of the rights and claims of 

The Battle for the Soul. Owen Brandon. Christian conscience. 304 pages. ii- 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. $1.25, lustrated and indexed. 
paper. 

Agents of Reconciliation. Arnold B. $4.75 at your bookstore 
Come. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 

Pa. $3.95. ° 
American Heritage. August 1960. Bruce eAbingdon Press 


Catton, ed. American Heritage Publishing 
Co., N. ¥. $3.95. 














Sunday can't 
come often 
enough 


If the children in your church are 
all like my son, Sunday is the high 
point of their week, and the stories 
they bring home from Sunday 
school are prized possessions to 
be cherished, read, and reread. 
The materials used in your Sun- 
day school can do much to make 
their Christian education an ex- 
citing and meaningful experience. 





Our Presbyterian literature provides Bible lessons, lead- 
ers’ guides, picture sets and story papers—each to assist 
in a particular way in the spiritual nurture of the chil- 
dren of your church. Give your children the full benefit 
of a complete program of literature. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Palmer Wm. Deloteus from Robstown, 
Texas, to the First church, 31 Rondel Dr., 
Wewoka, Okla., Oct. 17. 

W. Graham Wood, Jr., from Beverly, 
W. Va., to Shenandoah Junction, W. Va. 

James Somerville from Haynesville, 
Ala., to Box 44, Wise, Va. 

James T. Magruder from Rock Hill, 
S. C., to 41 Kumochi cho, 1 Chome, Fukiai 
Ku, Kobe, Japan. 

Frederick J. Fahrion from Vandalia, 
Mo., (UPUSA), to the Maryland Heights, 
Mo., church. Address: 315 Harding St. 








United Presbyterian, USA 

Paul W. Duncan from Cherry 
Ohio, to Box 88, Mt. Perry, Ohio. 

G. Wallace Robertson from 
Haven, Mich., to People’s church, 
Lansing, Mich. 

C. Donald Vogel from Whittier, Calif., 
to 340 Carolina Ave., Chester, W. Va. 

George A. Buttrick from Wilmette, IIL., 
to Union Theological Seminary, Broad 
way at 120th St., New York 27, through 
Dec. 20. 

Thomas C. Welch, Jr., from Lodi, N. Y 
to New York Mills, N. Y. 

Knight H. Washburn from Garden City, 
N. Y., to the First church, Franklinville, 
me 2 

George W. Walker has resigned as min- 
ister of the Walden church, Buffalo, N. Y. 

W. Coburn Sweet, Jr., from Bratenahl, 
Ohio, to Chazy, N. Y. 

Ralph H. Reed is resigning as minister 
of the East Brooklyn, N. Y., church 

Charles H. Peet from Portville, N. Y., 
to Roseland, N. J. 

Richard Mastin, 


Fork, 


Grand 
East 


recent graduate of 
Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, has 
become minister at Port Byron, N. Y. 

Robert B. Lee from New York City to 
associate minister of the First 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

Alick M. Kennedy 
N. Y., to Clinton, N. J 

Charles E. Huber from 
N. Y., to Hopewell, Va. 

Harold S. Giffen from Davenport, N. Y., 
to the Groveland-Sparta, N. Y., churches. 

Richard Frothingham from New York 
City to Doane College, Nebraska. 

David J. Broad from Chaumont, N. Y., 
to First church, Bergen, N. Y. 

John Bagby, formerly of the AME Zion 
church, is now serving the Liberty 
church, Troy, N. Y,. 

Daniel Alvarez, former assistant pastor 
of the Spanish-American church, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., has pastor of that 
church. 

Bernard F. Didier from Alma, Mich., to 
the Deerfield, Ill., First church. 

Roland L. Showalter from 
Ohio, to Libertyville, Il. 

Henry P. Aykens from Carmi, IIl., to 
the United church, South Holland, III. 

George Inadomi from Monterey, Calif., 
to co-pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
of Christ, Chicago, Il. 

Henry G. Skoog, formerly of Stanford, 


church, 


from Huntington, 


Hempstead, 


become 


Bellaire, 
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Ill., has become assistant minister of the 
Community Church, Palos Park, IIl. 

Alfred M. Basten from Decatur, IIl., to 
La Grange, III. 

Stanley J. O’Loughlin from New York 
to assistant minister of the Glen Ellyn, 
Ill., First church. 

Thomas H. Barker from Philadelphia, 
Pa., to assistant minister of the Roseland 
church, Chicago, IIl. 

Allan F. Vinton from Witt, Ill., to 712 S. 
2nd St., Greenville, Ill, where he has 
retired. 

Alfred Lee Wilson from Alanson, Mich., 
to Box 3692, Daytona Beach, Fla. 

P. H. Elliott from Shell Beach, Calif., 
to Box 791, Olds Hall, Daytona Beach, 
Fla. 

DEATHS 

John Baillie, 74, died of cancer Sept. 
29, at his home in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
He was a president of the World Council 
of Churches, former dean of the faculty 
of divinity and principal of New College 
at the University of Edinburgh, and mod- 
erator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland in 1944. He was the 
author of many books, 

Foster D. Smith, 68, died Sept. 17 in 
Oxford, N. C., where he had been pastor 
of the Geneva, Hebron, Oak Hill and 
Grassy Creek churches since 1958. 

Miss Valentine Rochat, 51, fraternal 
worker in Cameroun, West Africa, died 
suddenly in Pully, Switzerland, Sept. 23. 
She was a teacher of French and home 
economics. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

F. Fletcher Coates, associate director of 
the office of information of the National 
Council of Churches, has succeeded Wil- 
liam F. Frye, Jr., resigned, as director. 

Henry A. McCanna of Kansas City, 
Kans., has succeeded Richard O. Comfort 
as executive director of the Department 
of Town and Country Church of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, Dr, Comfort 
is now secretary for Village Church Com- 
munity Services of Agricultural Missions, 
Inc. 
RADIO CITATION 

Jesse W. Stitt of the Village church, 
New York, has received a special award 
and citation for his work in conducting 
the 18-year-old weekly quiz program, 
“The Living Bible.” 


DCEs 

Gayle Biggers, Winthrop College (S.C.) 
graduate, has become director of Chris- 
tian education for the Thomasboro, N. C., 
church. 

Sharon Phipps of Mangum, Okla., is 
director of Christan education in the 
Ardmore, Okla., church. 

Minette Dummer, formerly of Lans- 
downe, Pa., is now director of Christian 
Education in the First church, Evanston, 
Ill. 

CAMPUS SERIES 

Cheves K. Ligon, Southern Pines, N. C., 
was the fall speaker for a series of serv- 
ices at Presbyterian Junior College 
(N.C.). 

UPUSA NATIONAL MISSIONS 

Wilfrid P. de Mille of Milton, Mass., 
will become head of the division of per- 
sonnel relations and program for the 
United Presbyterian, USA, Board of Na- 


tional Missions. He has been director of 
public and industrial relations for the 
Farrington Mfg. Co., of Needham Heights, 
Mass. 

PRESBYTERIAN, U.S., MISSIONARIES 

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Vass of the Congg| 
Mission, have resigned. Miss Bett 
Stewart of the Japan mission has algo 
resigned. 

E. E. Marlette, Jr., Hayneville, Ala, 
has been appointed a missionary to the 
Congo after a three-year term. 

Retirement: the A. L. Davises and the 
Frank F. Bakers, Jan. 1, of the East Brazij 
Mission, and Miss Lettie Beaty of the 
Mexico Mission, also Jan. 1. 

Lawrence E. and Patricia Ann Fiveash 
Durr of Finzle, Md., and Toccoa, Ga., have 
been named evangelistic missionaries to 
the North Brazil mission. 

Myrtle Elizabeth (Betty) Williamson 
of Brazil and Atlanta, Ga., who is to be 
married Oct. 28 in Brazil to Jack €, 
Maxwell, has been appointed a missionary 
in the East Brazil mission. She is a 
graduate nurse. 


SUMMER EXCHANGE PLAN 
IS GIVEN NEW EMPHASIS 


More churches and ministers are being 
urged to participate in the British-Amer- 
ican preachers exchange by the stated 
clerk of the Presbyterian, U. S., General 
Assembly, James A. Millard, Jr. He in- 
dicates that while some ministers have 
taken advantage of the opportunity, it is 
likely that most churches and ministers 
are unaware of the summertime exchange 
provision. 

He asks that names of ministers who 
will be abroad during any summer who 
might be able to preach in British pulpits 
be sent to him at 341-E Ponce de Leon 
Ave., N. E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 

Churches where a British minister 
would be welcomed for one or more Sun+ 
days during the summer should also write, 
The American host church, he said, is 
requested to provide a $75 honorarium 
and weekend expenses for the visitor. The 
plan, however, while not insisting upon 
this amount, says, “It is highly essential 
to help our British guests meet travel 
expenses.” 
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